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In The Greatest Generation, his landmark bestseller, Tom Brokaw eloquently evoked for America

what it meant to come of age during the Great Depression and the Second World War. Now, in

Boom!, one of Americaâ€™s premier journalists gives us an epic portrait of another defining era in

America as he brings to life the tumultuous Sixties, a fault line in American history. The voices and

stories of both famous people and ordinary citizens come together as Brokaw takes us on a

memorable journey through a remarkable time, exploring how individual lives and the national

mindset were affected by a controversial era and showing how the aftershocks of the Sixties

continue to resound in our lives today. In the reflections of a generation, Brokaw also discovers

lessons that might guide us in the years ahead. Boom! One minute it was Ike and the man in the

grey flannel suit, and the next minute it was time to â€œturn on, tune in, drop out.â€• While

Americans were walking on the moon, Americans were dying in Vietnam. Nothing was beyond

question, and there were far fewer answers than before.Published as the fortieth anniversary of

1968 approaches, Boom! gives us what Brokaw sees as a virtual reunion of some members of

â€œthe class of â€™68,â€• offering wise and moving reflections and frank personal remembrances

about peopleâ€™s lives during a time of high ideals and profound social, political, and individual

change. What were the gains, what were the losses? Who were the winners, who were the losers?

As they look back decades later, what do members of the Sixties generation think really mattered in

that tumultuous time, and what will have meaning going forward? Race, war, politics, feminism,

popular culture, and music are all explored here, and we learn from a wide range of people about

their lives. Tom Brokaw explores how members of this generation have gone on to bring activism

and a Sixties mindset into individual entrepreneurship today. We hear stories of how this formative

decade has led to a recalibrated perspectiveâ€“on business, the environment, politics, family, our

national existence. Remarkable in its insights, profoundly moving, wonderfully written and reported,

this revealing portrait of a generation and of an era, and of the impact of the 1960s on our lives

today, lets us be present at this reunion ourselves, and join in these frank conversations about

America then, now, and tomorrow.
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I'm writing this in the wake of an online chat with Brokaw where he was kind enough to answer

some of my questions as well as those of other participants there. It was one short hour which

simply flew by!. Although I had the book in "traditional" form already, I got the Kindle version as well

so I could share it with others tomorrow, along with the chat itself (I'd name the site but I don't know

if that is allowed here) As I already knew -but Brokaw reiterated in the chat - the book was a type of

"virtual reunion" of people who'd lived through the Sixties and were open to revealing their thoughts

and changes forty years after those pivotal years. The book is aptly titled Boom! because there

were true shock waves as major changes rippled quickly - and sometimes tore- through our culture.

Brokaw focused on major areas such as feminism and the women's movement,politics (including

the Democratic identity crisis), Vietnam, race relations and racism, assassinations, etc. The famous,

infamous and anonymous are interviewed or lend their voices to this book, making it more

accessible, not at all dry and very lively. Brokaw noted that he wished he could have covered such

topics as the Evangelical movement and the changes in journalism so if you get this book, please

be aware that HE is aware of what was not covered. I think that including more areas might have

watered down the book so I think this was a wise choice.

I am sad to say that I was disappointed By Tom Brokaw's "Boom." It is a long, ponderous, 611 page

trip down memory lane to a virtual reunion of men and women who came of age in the '60s, and

who offer a mishmash of views regarding their lives and times, then and now.Some of their stories

and recollections ring more credibly than others, but there is too little analysis from these personal

accounts, especially by Brokaw, who wonders continually about the meaning of the riddle of the

60's, but provides no personal conclusions despite his ringside seat to the events, and all that has

happened since. I was clearly expecting more.Here's an example of what I mean. For all their

magnificent accomplishments, the so called "greatest generation," were also the parents of the baby

boomers. How, in fewer than 20 years, did their collective sense of duty, honor and patriotism



diminish so greatly into a National epidemic of sex, drugs, rock and roll and lack of personal

accountability among the Boomers? Were the WWII heroes great at taking orders and making war

but not so good at parenting, or openly communicating with their children? Does this make the

"greatest generation" less great? Brokaw's thesis could/should have begun there. What changed in

the culture, and when did it happen, or why so suddenly?I am saying this as a card carrying

member of the baby boom generation - born in 1947, graduated from college in 1969, and, like so

many other millions of my generation, an eye witness to all that went on then and since. Just

consider for a moment that the 60's began with the inauguration of John Kennedy, not his

assassination as Brokaw contends. JFK's famous "Ask not what your country can do for you ...
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